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College and Career Readiness  Definitions  

B r o a d l y ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  c o l l e g e  a n d  c a r e e r  r e a d i n e s s  e n c o m p a s s e s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e ,  a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  
s k i l l s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s t u d e n t ’ s  s u c c e s s  i n  a  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  s e t t i n g s .  C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  R e a d i n e s s  
( C C R )  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  g o a l s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  O b a m a ’ s  s i g n a t u r e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  
c a l l e d  f o r  " e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  t o  c o m m i t  t o  a t  l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  o r  m o r e  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  c a r e e r  

t r a i n i n g . ” 1 A s  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  e c o n o m y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e v o l v e ,  m a n y  s t a k e h o l d e r s  c o n s i d e r  C C R  a n d  a l i g n e d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s h i f t s  h i g h l y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e m a i n  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  
e n v i r o n m e n t . 2 
 
D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  c o l l e g e  a n d  c a r e e r  r e a d i n e s s  ( C C R )  c o m m o n l y  e m p h a s i z e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  
i n t r o d u c t o r y  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  c o u r s e w o r k  w i t h o u t  n e e d i n g  r e m e d i a t i o n ,  a s  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e  1 .  
A l t h o u g h  s o m e  s t a t e s  d e f i n e  c o l l e g e  a n d  c a r e e r  r e a d i n e s s  s e p a r a t e l y ,  m o s t  s t a t e s  u s e  a  s i n g l e  
d e f i n i t i o n  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e s  b o t h  c o l l e g e  a n d  c a r e e r  r e a d i n e s s  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  o v e r l a p  
b e t w e e n  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  f o r  w o r k p l a c e  s u c c e s s  a n d  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  
e d u c a t i o n . 3  

F igure  1 :  Common CCR O utcomes  

STATE/ORGANIZATION CCR OUTCOMES 

ACT, Inc4 ▪ Completion of nonremedial postsecondary coursework 

Arizona5 

College Ready:  

▪ Completion of nonremedial postsecondary coursework 

Career Ready: 

▪ High school diploma 

▪  Completion of postsecondary degree or training program required for chosen career 

▪ Qualification for a job that provides a family-supporting income and opportunities for 
advancement and that requires postsecondary training 

The College Board6 ▪ Preparation for a postsecondary degree or training program 

Educational Policy Improvement 
Center (EPIC)7 

▪ Completion of nonremedial postsecondary coursework 

National Forum on Education 
Statistics8 

▪ Completion of nonremedial postsecondary coursework 

▪ Development of skills needed for success in the workforce 

 
A s  o f  2 0 1 4 ,  s t a t e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  C C R  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s k i l l s  l i s t e d  i n  F i g u r e  2 .  
 

F igure  2 :  Sk i l l s  Most Commonly  Incl uded  in Sta te  CCR Def i ni t io ns ,  2014  

   
S o u r c e :  C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  R e a d i n e s s  a n d  S u c c e s s  C e n t e r  a t  A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e s  f o r  R e s e a r c h 9 
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Grit, Resilience, or Perseverance

Citizenship and/or Community Involvement

Critical Thinking and/or Problem Solving

Social and Emotional Learning, Collaboration, and/or Communication

Academic Knowledge

Number of States Including Skill in CCR Definitions

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Plan-CommunicationText.pdf
http://www.azbec.org/college-career-readiness
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/research-foundations-college-career-readiness.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED537876.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED537876.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015157.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015157.pdf
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Broader Definitions of CCR  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  C C R  t e n d  t o  e m p h a s i z e  g r a d e - p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  s c o r e s . 10 
H o w e v e r ,  C C R  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o c u s e d  s o l e l y  o n  a c a d e m i c  c o n t e n t  h a v e  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t e  n o n a c a d e m i c  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  a n d  f o r  f o c u s i n g  o n  h i g h  s c h o o l  
s t u d e n t s  w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  s c h o o l s  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  s u p p o r t  C C R  a c r o s s  G r a d e s  K - 1 2 . 11 
I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  o u t l i n e d  i n  F i g u r e  3  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  a  b r o a d e r  d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  C C R  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  b o t h  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l - e m o t i o n a l  s k i l l s . 12  
 

F igure  3 :  Summary  of  Co l lege  a nd Career  Readiness  Compone nts  

ORGANIZATION COMPONENTS 

Achieve13 

▪ Mastery of rigorous knowledge and skills in core academic disciplines 

▪ The skills and dispositions necessary to be successful in charting a postsecondary path 

▪ Successfully participated in postsecondary opportunities 

College Board National Office for 
School Counselor Advocacy 

(NOSCA)14 

▪ College aspirations 

▪ Academic planning for college and career readiness 

▪ Enrichment and extracurricular engagement 

▪ College and career exploration and selection process 

▪ College and career assessments 

▪ College affordability planning 

▪ College and career admission process 

▪ Transition from high school graduation to college enrollment 

Educational Policy Improvement 
Center (EPIC) 15 

▪ Key cognitive strategies 

▪ Key content knowledge 

▪ Key learning skills and techniques 

▪ Key transition knowledge and skills 

 
B r o a d e r  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  C C R  o f t e n  r e f l e c t  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y  s k i l l s ,  w h i c h  a r e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
n e e d  t o  b e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  d i g i t a l  a g e . 16 B o t h  C C R  a n d  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y  s k i l l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  l i s t e d  
i n  F i g u r e  4 ,  a r e  b e l i e v e d  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r k f o r c e . 17 F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  M i n d s e t s  a n d  B e h a v i o r s  f o r  S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s  i d e n t i f i e s  
3 5  C C R - r e l a t e d  s t a n d a r d s  a b o u t  s t u d e n t s ’  b e l i e f s  a r o u n d  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  r e a d i n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  
b e h a v i o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s . 18 
 

F igure  4 :  Sample  21 s t  Ce ntury  Sk i l l s  

 
S o u r c e :  R A N D  C o r p o r a t i o n 19 

Cognitive Competencies

•Academic mastery

•Critical thinking

•Creativity

Interpersonal Competencies

•Communication and collaboration

•Leadership

•Global awareness

Intrapersonal Competencies

•Growth mindset

•Learning how to learn
•Intrinsic motivation
•Grit

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/home/MindsetsBehaviors.pdf
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College and Career Readiness  Across Grade Levels  

R e s e a r c h  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  n e e d  t o  b e g i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  C C R  b e f o r e  s t u d e n t s  r e a c h  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a s  
c l o s i n g  g a p s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  C C R  b e c o m e s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  a s  s t u d e n t s  m o v e  c l o s e r  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t i o n . 20 F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  d e f i n e s  C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  R e a d i n e s s  
S t a n d a r d s  ( C C R S )  a s  “ r i g o r o u s  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  b u i l d  f r o m  K i n d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h  1 2 t h  G r a d e  
t o  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s ’  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  s u c c e s s  u p o n  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l . ” 21 T h e  C o l l e g e  B o a r d  
N O S C A ’ s  C C R  c o m p o n e n t s  b u i l d  f r o m  e l e m e n t a r y  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a s  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e  5 .  
 

F igure  5 :  NOS CA CCR Compone nts  Across  Grade  Leve ls  

C o m p o n e n t  E l e m e n t a r y  M i d d l e  H i g h  

C o l l e g e  A s p i r a t i o n s  √  √  √  

A c a d e m i c  P l a n n i n g  f o r  
C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  

R e a d i n e s s  
√  √  √  

E n r i c h m e n t  a n d  
E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  

E n g a g e m e n t  
√  √  √  

C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  
E x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  S e l e c t i o n  

P r o c e s s  
√  √  √  

C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  
A s s e s s m e n t s  

√  √  √  

C o l l e g e  A f f o r d a b i l i t y  
P l a n n i n g  

√  √  √  

C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  
A d m i s s i o n  P r o c e s s  

  √  

T r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  H i g h  
S c h o o l  t o  C o l l e g e  

E n r o l l m e n t  
  √  

S o u r c e :  C o l l e g e  B o a r d  N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  f o r  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r  A d v o c a c y 22 

 
S u p p o r t s  f o r  C C R  t e n d  t o  b e  m o r e  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  m i d d l e  g r a d e s  a n d  t h e n  f o c u s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n  s t u d e n t s ’  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  c a r e e r  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  i n  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d e s .  
R e s e a r c h  o n  C C R  i n  G r a d e s  3 - 8  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  “ c o l l e g e - g o i n g  c u l t u r e , ”  d e f i n e d  a s  
“ t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
f a m i l i e s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o o l s ,  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  e n h a n c e  a c c e s s  t o  a n d  s u c c e s s  i n  
p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n . ” 23  F i g u r e  6  s h o w s  k e y  e l e m e n t s  o f  a  c o l l e g e - g o i n g  c u l t u r e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  
t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  E d u c a t i o n a l  P a r t n e r s h i p s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B e r k e l e y .  
 

F igure  6 :  Key  Elements  of  a  Co l lege -Going Cul ture  

 
S o u r c e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B e r k e l e y  C e n t e r  f o r  E d u c a t i o n a l  P a r t n e r s h i p s 24 

 
A s  s t a t e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  p r e p a r e d n e s s  f o r  
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e y  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e v i s i t  t h e i r  C C R  d e f i n i t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  
g o a l s ,  a n d  p o l i c i e s  a r e  a l i g n e d  a n d  r e l e v a n t . 25 T h e  c u r r e n t ,  c o m m o n  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  C C R  a r e  i n c l u d e d  
o n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e  i n  F i g u r e  7 .   

College Talk Clear Expectations
Information and 

Resources
Comprehensive 

Counseling Model
Testing and Curriculum

Faculty Involvement Family Involvement College Partnerships Articulation
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Common Definitions of College and Career Readiness  

F igure  7 :  Common Def ini t io ns  of  Co l lege  and Career  Readi ness  

ORGANIZATION DEFINITION 

ACT, Inc26 
“The acquisition of the knowledge and skills a student needs to enroll in and succeed in credit 
bearing first-year courses at a postsecondary institution (such as a two or four-year college, 

trade school, or technical school) without the need for remediation.” 

The College Board27 
“Being prepared for any type of postsecondary education, including two-year and four-year 

institutions and trade and technical schools offering workforce training programs.” 

Educational Policy Improvement 
Center (EPIC)28 

“A student who is ready for college and career can qualify for and succeed in entry-level, credit-
bearing college courses leading to a baccalaureate or certificate, or career pathway-oriented 

training programs without the need for remedial or developmental coursework.” 

National Forum on Education 
Statistics29 

“A student is college and career ready when he or she has attained the knowledge, skills, and 
disposition needed to succeed in credit-bearing (nonremedial) postsecondary coursework or a 

workforce training program in order to earn the credentials necessary to qualify for a meaningful 
career aligned to his or her goals and offering a competitive salary.” 

Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and 

Careers30 

“The academic knowledge, skills, and practices in English language arts/literacy and mathematics 
students must demonstrate to show they are able to enter directly into and succeed in entry-

level, credit-bearing courses and relevant technical courses in those content areas at two- and 
four-year public institutions of higher education.” 

  

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Plan-CommunicationText.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/research-foundations-college-career-readiness.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED537876.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED537876.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015157.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015157.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED582072.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED582072.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED582072.pdf
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